
 

 

 
 
 
          
 

Dear Plot Holder 
 
Re. Flooding Issues at Burydell Lane Allotments 
 
I am writing to you to provide an update on the flooding situation you have experienced 
over the last six months. The Council fully appreciates the distress and inconvenience 
this has caused you, with the loss of produce and belongings. This is especially acute 
knowing that so many of you have found comfort through using allotments during these 
difficult times.  

 
Since the flood in June 2020, there have been many discussions with various 
stakeholders to identify the factors behind the flooding and possible solutions to alleviate 
this going forward. They have included the committee of the Burydell Allotments 
Association, District and County Councillors, Hertfordshire County Council, Daisy Cooper 
MP, Affinity Water and Environment Agency, as well as the landowners The Gorhambury 
Estate. 
 
The Council finds itself in the difficult position of not solely being able to effect solutions. 
However, we continue to promote discussions with Affinity Water and the Environment 
Agency on the best approach to take. We are currently investigating an application to 
Hertfordshire County Council for permission to enhance the ditch at the rear of the site 
with a view of discharging water towards the watercress beds.  
 
We hope both the proposed future clearance works on the river upstream and planned 
ditch improvements on site will help provide resistance to future flooding events. This may 
not be a complete solution, but it will hopefully help in reducing the recent experiences 
that the site has encountered.  
 
The Council really does appreciate your patience during these very difficult times. SADC 
and its partners must carefully consider the overall impact of any works proposed. In 
particular, all need to be assured that they do not result in possible local flooding of third-
party homes and property. 
 
In view of the above, and as a goodwill gesture, St Albans District Council will waive 
allotment rental charges to existing plot holders for the period April 2021 – March 2022.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Phil Bruce-Green 
Green Spaces Officer 
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