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The Raffle  
 
We would like to express our gratitude for the following raffle:- 
 

Prize    Donated by 
Hamper     Derek Eyre 
Takeaway meal   Derek Eyre 
M&S Gift Card   M&S, London Colney 
Bottle of Whisky   Jan and Mike Carpenter 
3 Bottles of wine   Derek Eyre 
2 Bottles of wine   John and Gill Wilks 
Garden Centre Tokens   Derek Eyre 
for Burston Nurseries  
2 Hair ‘Do’ (x 2)   Be Beau, Park Street  
     

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Annual Quiz 25 February, 1012 
In March last year Chris (husband of committee member Gill Feakes) ran a highly successful quiz which was 
great fun combined with a fish and chip supper – held at the newly refurbished village hall. Chris has agreed to 
run our next quiz. 
 
Our Website - http://burydellallotments.wordpress.com  
If you haven’t already please take a look at our re-vamped website. We encourage you to enter your email 
address to subscribe to the blog and receive instant notifications of new posts by email. Only 9 members have 
subscribed so far and it’s completely free! You will also find minutes of past committee meetings and photos. 
 
 
 

 Stop Press  
 

TONIGHT - HALLOWEEN EVENT 
 

Saturday - October 29 - 6.00-800pm on the site 
 

Free event! 

Seasonal Refreshments 

Prizes! 

Awarded for  - Best carved pumpkin and the largest grown on site! 

The annual Raffle Draw takes place 



SITE MATTERS 
The Big Green Shed 
Plans are afoot to extensively refurbish the shed to make it watertight and a more useable space. We may call 
for volunteers to help at various stages. We will be in touch! Refreshments will be available for those who can 
spare a little time and energy. 
 
Manure and Bark Chippings 
For those of you new to the site we are indebted to our neighbour - Ross (for the chippings) and Doriel who 
kindly delivers manure to the site. Please help yourself. Put empty bags in the bag as they are re-used. 
 
Welcome New Plot Holders 
A big welcome to all our new plot holders. We look forward to getting to know you. Do please try and come 
along to the Halloween event. This is the first time we have held such an event – the more the merrier. 
 
St Albans District in Bloom 
‘Allotments’ was a new category in the annual St Albans District in Bloom Competition this year. We are proud 
of our allotments and we entered because it was an opportunity to promote Burydell Lane site. 
 
The judges – toured the site in July, ooed and ahhed at the giant cabbages, chatted to some of our tenants 
(thanks to Reg and Val, Ray and Mark) and heard from the Committee about the history of the site in particular 
the huge resurgence of interest in grow your own in recent years, about the work of the Association and our 
various community activities. 

As we were competing against individual plots on other sites in St Albans it was a mystery how the judges 
were able to make comparisons, but we were good enough to be awarded a 3rd prize. Prizes were awarded at 
an interesting ceremony and buffet at Ayletts. (Thank you to all those who prepared a very professional 
presentation – Ed)  

Burydell Best Kept Plot Competition 
The winners and fellow allotment holders met for a small presentation on Sunday 11 September at mid-day. 
Bubbly and sausage rolls were consumed, and certificates presented. Thank you to Ayletts for the prizes.  

Winners were: 
In first place, (and boy were those cabbages enormous) Mark Taylor, Heather Spencer and George Duddy. 
In second place, Collin Wilson and Janet Rees Wilson. 
In third place, Gillian Wilks and Sandra Farr. 

   

Congratulations to the Winners! In Second place with our Chairman In Third place 
 Derek and Site-officer Ian 

 



Sunflower Competition 
Once again we had a Sunflower competition and somehow Derrick and Keith (using a closely guarded secret 
formula) grew both the tallest and the widest sunflower. 

 

 

Derrick and Keith receiving their priize from our Chairman Derek with Ian. 

Annual Barbecue 
On Sunday 10 July we had our annual barbecue. It was well attended and we had a great time. There were 
lots of interesting things to eat, a site quiz and even the weather stayed dry. Always an enjoyable opportunity 
to chat to fellow plot holders. It is now becoming an established annual event. 
 
Village of the Year West 
The whole village of Park Street was absolutely delighted to have won the Hertfordshire Village of the Year 
West Award. But we at Burydell played a part providing a presentation that was put before the judging panel. 
10 villages entered the competition which was won because of our community spirit – and that includes you. 
Keep it up! Further information can be found on the Park Street Residents website. 
http://parkstreetherts.wordpress.com 
 
We are affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society 
The monthly copy of THE GARDEN MAGAZINE is put in the shed for all to share. Please return to the shed 
after you have read it. 

St Stephens Gardening Club 
The Trading Hut in Drop Lane, Bricket Wood re-open at 2pm on Saturday 4th February 2012 when we will 
have available seed potatoes and some special offers. 

The AGM is being held on Tuesday 8th November 2011 at St.Stephens Parish Centre. It is being preceded by 
a talk by Helen Haran on "National Council for Conservation of Plants and Gardens" starting at 7.30pm. 
Admission is free. Posters are on the green shed door and on our website 
www.ststephensgardeningclub.co.uk 
 
At St Stephens Gardening Club Annual Show cups were awarded to BLAA members Nick Tyndale – 
Macmillan Trophy for best exhibit, Ian Getley the Saint Paulia Trophy for best exhibit African Violets and the 
RHS bronze medal for highest points in sections 1-5 also awarded to Ian. Other BLAA members entered and 
also won prizes including Pat and Jan. Congratulations to everyone who entered. Please try and enter next 
year as entries were lower this year. 
 
The Ducks  
Very early on 11 July after weeks of anxiety and uncertainty over the due date Pat and Jan’s nurturing was 
rewarded when John opened the gate and released Mum, and 6 ducklings and led them to the water. The 
delivery suite (their raspberries) was no longer off limits. They obligingly came to visit our stretch of the river 
Ver and we took this photo. See Pat’s poem below. 



 

OUR DUCK STORY 
Now here is a tale I really must tell 
of stubbornness, dedication and love. 
How a mum-to-be duck cast her spell 
on us, as she hovered from above. 
She honoured us by choosing plot 29, 
among the raspberries to make her nest. 
She shuffled and plucked and said “this is mine 
please keep away, this is my only request”. 
A low profile was kept as we went about our chores 
But I just had to chance a quick sneaky look 
And in the nest there were eggs galore 
‘leven I counted, like pebbles in a brook. 
Now she sat on those eggs like a dutiful Mum 
not moving till they had hatched. 
Six little chicks, well that’s a job well done 
wow what a beautiful batch. 
“Come, my little chicks, to water we must go 
but how to negotiate that fence? 
You can’t fly yet, oh dear, oh no 
how am I going to make you see sense?” 
To the rescue came John, a plot neighbour of ours, 
assessing the situation at hand. 
He took control and walked them down the path 
to the river and their promised land. 

YOUR COMMITTEE  - Please phone Ian In the first instance for site related problems. 
Site co-ordinator Ian - iangetley@googlemail.com  on  01727 872507  

Chair: Derek  
derekeyre@talktalk.net    07779 296801 
Treasurer/Vice-Chairman - Pat 
jpatbricketwood@sky.com    01923 671277 
Secretary: Kim  
kim.scrivener@gmail.com    07899 844564 
Membership: Jan  
jpatbricketwood@sky.com    01923 671277 
Information/Newsletter: Barbara 
vernonbarbara@gmail.com    01727 872092 
Gill Feakes 
gill_feakes@hotmail.com    01727 875399 
Derrick Davis 
derrick.a.davis@btinternet    01727 873657 
Jan Carpenter 
carpenter_m3@sky.com    01727 874842 


