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The ‘new’ allotments and hasn’t your hard work paid off. 
Congratulations they look amazing! 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Sunday 22 August 
BBQ on the Site 
Start time: 1.00pm. Cost £5 per person. Friends and 
family welcome. Bring your own drink 
 
Nb Further information will be sent by email and also put 
on the shed notice board. 
 
Sunday 26 September 
Afternoon tea and cakes on the site and presentation of 
awards for Sunflowers and Best Plot Competitions! Start 
time 2pm. Results will be announced at the BBQ on 22 
August. 
 

Sunflower Competition 
The tallest growing and widest flower (if we can reach 
the head!) will be judged during July and August. Watch 
out for a mystery person patrolling the site with tape 
measure and ladder and a scattering of pollen in their 
hair. Sow your seeds either individually indoors or direct 
where they are to flower to have your flower heads at  
their best during July and August. No guarantees 
though… 
 
Best Plot Competition 
The guest judge and date have not yet been confirmed 
but we anticipate that the judging criteria will be based 
on more than the appearance, eg the diversity of the 
crops and their quality, attraction to wildlife, composting, 
water supply and innovative gardening.  (Results on 22 
August). 
 
Saturday 13 November  
Quiz Night 
With Fish and Chips Bricket Wood Social Club 
Cost £8.50 per person 
Invite your friends and family to make teams of up to 8 
for this event and have a cheap, fun filled, competitive 
but not too intellectual evening! The annual raffle which 
is our main fundraising event will be drawn during the 
evening. Further details in the next Newsletter. 
 
New Committee Members 
We would like to welcome new committee members Gill 
Feakes and Derrick Davis and look forward to their input 
in planning and running BLAA events.  
 
Message from Ian  
Welcome - Firstly a warm welcome to plot holders who 
have joined us this year. It is a pleasure to walk around 
the site and watch the changes brought about by your 
hard work and determination – we WILL beat the rabbits!  
The Council continue to contact potential new tenants 
and our thanks to them for their continuing commitment 
to Burydell Lane Allotments and the further reduction of 
the waiting list. 
 
Your committee continue to be active on your behalf 
planning events that help bring us together as a 
community and hopefully raise a little money as well. I 
am looking forward to the planned visit to Hampton 
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Next Event 
Sunday 22 August 
BBQ on the Site 
Start time: 1.00pm 

 Cost £5 per person 
Nb Further information will be sent by 

email and also on the shed notice board 
Friends and family welcome 

Bring your own drink 
 
 



Court gardening show in July which your committee 
have organised. 
 
Taps - Some of you have had problems with various 
taps that needed attention. Again thanks to the Council 
for their speedy response in repairing these, particularly 
the last occasion when the tap couldn’t be turned off.   
 
Gate - Since my original message the Council have 
done an excellent job in realigning the gate and 
strengthening it.  The reason for the problems stems 
from last year when BLAA used funds raised to pay for 
the increase in height of the gate but this greatly 
increased the weight. There have been fewer instances 
of the gate being left open recently. Thank you for your 
diligence. 
 
Padlock – the padlock has been temperamental recently 
and you will be glad to see the Council have fitted a new 
one – again thank you to the Council for their prompt 
attention. 
 
Finally, it is good to see we have not had any instances 
of vandalism since cameras were installed and fencing 
(which the Council provided) was erected by BLAA 
members last year. 
 
 
Future Fund Raising Goal 
2010 Fundraising Goal - Our Shed! 
 
Our long term goal is to raise money to repair the rusty 
old shed and make it secure and waterproof. We will 
hold another raffle in the Autumn to be drawn on the 
Quiz Night. Any other money we can raise will go into 
the shed fund. It isn’t the prettiest sight but we have 
tidied it up and we would encourage you to use it. 
Please do put up notices on the notice board. The usual 
sort of thing - items for sale and wanted and indeed 
anything else related to the allotments. 
 
Plant Sale Table 
We now have a couple of tables (OK reclaimed pallets 
with legs) outside the hut for plants and other gardening 
related items for sale. We would encourage you to look 
each time you pass. If you have grown an excess 
number of plants please add them to the table.  Or 
indeed if you want to sow a few extra seeds plus any 
surplus produce - it all helps BLAA funds. Money should 
be left in the jar which will be checked regularly (or put 
through the door of 2 Mill Cottages). 
 
Cases of theft and vandalism on the site 
Recently there have been some isolated incidents on the 
site. Sheds are personal property and if they are entered 
(even where nothing is taken) this is trespass and such 
incidents must be reported to the police. All incidents 
should be reported individually (even where items are 
discovered missing at a later date) so that the police can 
keep their incident log updated. The number to call is 
0845 3300222. It is important that you ask for a crime 

number as this ensures such incidents are on the police 
radar. 
 
AGM/Plant Sale/Barbecue 
Although it was a colder day than we had hoped, we had 
a very good first attempt at a combined event with all its 
logistical challenges! Thanks to all those BLAA members 
who attended the AGM – your input is vital to ensure that 
BLAA can carry on providing a good service for the 
benefit of all. The profit from the Plant Sale was £71 for 
BLAA funds; the barbecue was splendid (thanks to all 
who helped). We know that there were some issues 
arising from the new Rules and these were discussed at 
the AGM. Briefly, no-one should worry about dwarf fruit 
trees or large fruit trees that are already in place. If you 
intend to plant a new fruit tree which is not on dwarf 
rootstock, you should contact the Council. The Council 
has stressed that the Rules are meant as guidance for 
plotholders, so you can continue to bring dogs on the 
site – but please remember to keep them under control 
on your own plot and clear up any mess! You should 
also make sure that you don’t leave your hosepipe 
permanently attached to an open tap (no-one on this site 
actually does this but worth remembering that it is 
against the Rules).   Kim Scrivener 
 
Manure 
There are some plastic bags of manure currently stored 
on the plot (which the Council has agreed not to let) – in 
the far right corner of the site adjacent to the end of the 
footpath by the kissing gate. Please help yourself but put 
the empty bags (and indeed any others you acquire) 
back as these are reused. 
 
Comfrey 
Some comfrey has been planted on the bank at the rear 
of the above mentioned plot and will hopefully be 
available for general use when it is more established. 
Comfrey is high in potash and can be made into a liquid 
feed, or used as a mulch or a compost activator. It also 
has a long history of medicinal uses from healing 
wounds to broken bones! Nb At the BBQ in August we 
will be selling bottles of ready made comfrey and nettle 
feed for you to try for yourself! 
 
Travis Perkins trade discount card 
Two cards are held by Barbara and Jan (details below). 
Please contact them if you wish to use the card for 
personal purchases. Discounts vary depending on 
purchase and quantity but are upto 60%. 
 
Gardening Club 
The Trading Hut in Drop Lane, Bricket Wood is open 
every Saturday from 2.00pm to 4.00pm to the end of 
October. 
 
Quiz Night - 12 August at Greenwood Park. Teams of 6. 
Price £8.50 each including fish and chips. Let us know if 
you are interested in joining a BLAA team. 
Annual Show - 4 September at How Wood school. 
Sponsored by M K Ginder & Sons. Your chance to show 



off your produce, flowers, Handy craft, etc. Contact Mary 
Smith on 01923 675357 for entry form(s) 
Cornwall and Coastal Path -October 5. By Ivan French 
at URC, Bricket Wood. Entrance £1:50.  
RSPB talk - 9 November at the St.Stephen Parish 
centre by Ann Farrer talking about birds. AGM follows. 
 
Pat’s contribution - Our Little Slice of nature 
 

It has been a long hard winter this time around. 
We really have suffered with the rock hard ground 
But the strong and tough wildlife seem to have survived 
Looking forward to better weather that has just arrived. 
The moles are busy digging any chance that they get 
Rabbits running freely, who would like one for a pet? 
The mice leave little trails and holes for all of us to see, 
They had better not go anywhere near our lovely sweet 
peas. 
 
 
 
 
 

Now we’ve had some new arrivals on the site, not seen 
before. 
A duck nesting on Derrick’s plot but no eggs, oh what a 
bore! 
A beautiful swift gently weaving through the warm still air, 
Its bright blue plumage setting off a breathtaking glare. 
Now a cuckoo starts to sing, it sounds so joyous not sad 
But after a couple of hours it really drives you bloody 
mad….. 
Grass snakes and newts are encouraged with some 
other bugs 
Anything is welcome that will eat those nasty big fat 
slugs  
A pretty pink and blue creature sitting on our peas we 
did find 
It was an Elephant Hawk Moth, a prize specimen of its 
kind. So let nature take its course and let’s keep those 
birds and bees. Help to retain all the wildlife and all our 
beautiful trees. 
     Pat Solomons 
 
 

Committee 
 
In the first instance please call Ian if there are any problems with the site 
 
Site co-ordinator Ian Getley 
Chair: Derek Eyre     
Secretary: Kim Scrivener 
Membership: Jan Castle  
Treasurer: Pat Solomons 
Information: Barbara Vernon 
Gill Feakes 
Derrick Davis 
 


