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Newsletter 6 – Winter/Spring 2010
General Meetings and the AGM
An important change your Committee have made is to
eliminate General Meetings other than the AGM, which
we will combine with a plant sale on site.
2010 Events
Your committee have been busy planning this years’
activities. Each event will be publicised in more detail
nearer the date and also advertised on the website.
Meanwhile please put the dates below in your diary.

“growing your own”. The coach will leave Bricket Wood
Social Club at 9.15am and will leave Hampton Court for
the return journey at 5pm. We will request a small
contribution to the coach driver’s tip. Please invite family,
neighbours and friends who are welcome on this rather
special trip. Please complete the booking form attached
to the end of the newsletter to book your place and
give/send with your payment to Pat or Jan, or put through
Barbara’s letter box at 2 Mill Cottages, Burydell Lane.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Plant Sale combined with AGM - Sunday 9 May
On the site. 12.30pm

Sunday 22 August
BBQ on the Site
Cost £5 per person. Bring your own drink

Hampton Court Palace Flower – Thursday 8 July

Sunday 26 September
Afternoon tea and cakes on the site and presentation of
awards for Sunflowers and Best Plot Competitions!

Summer BBQ – Sunday 22 August
At the site.
Social Event – Sunday 26 September
Sunflower Competition and Best Plot. 2.00pm
Quiz Night – Saturday 13 November
Bricket Wood Social Club
SOCIAL EVENTS (added detail) 2010
Sunday 9 May
12.30pm AGM and Plant Sale on the site
There will be no charge for food which we will provide.
Please bring along your surplus seedlings/plants/
gardening products to raise funds for the Association.
Thursday 8 July
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
Quoting from the RHS Show Website
“The magnificent setting of Hampton Court Palace is a
sumptuous backdrop for the world’s largest annual
flower show. Packed with ideas on how to grow your
own, nurture the environment and to make the most of
your garden, the show combines quality, innovation
and creativity, featuring spectacular show gardens and
horticultural exhibitors”
Cost £30 per person which includes both show ticket
(£25) and coach transport to Surrey. (Entrance to
Hampton Court Palace is not included). Numbers for
this trip are needed by 25 June to enable cheaper
advance tickets to be purchased. Much easier than
going to Chelsea and, we are told, it is a bigger and
better! This year the show has a heavy slant towards

Sunflower Competition
The tallest growing and widest flower (if we can reach the
head!) will be judged during July and August. Watch out
for a mystery person patrolling the site with tape measure
and ladder and scattering of pollen in their hair.
Sow your seeds either individually indoors or direct where
they are to flower during March and April to have your
flower heads at their best during July and August. No
guarantees though……..……
Best Plot Competition
The guest judge and date has not yet been confirmed but
we anticipate that the judging will be based not just on
what the plot looks like but on the quality of it’s produce,
attraction to wildlife, composting, water supply and
innovative gardening.
Saturday 13 November
Quiz Night
With Fish and Chips Bricket Wood Social Club
Cost £8.50 per person
Invite your friends and family to make teams of up to 8 for
this event and have a cheap, fun filled, competitive but
not too intellectual evening! The annual raffle will be
drawn during the evening.
MESSAGE FROM IAN
Once again I would like to thank you all for your generous
contributions to fund raising (more about that below).
Thank you to those who helped erect new boundary
fencing. Security cameras have been installed, hedging
planted and the gate strengthened and increased in

height. There are future plans for hedge laying along
the rear boundary. It is hard to believe BLAA was only
set up a year and a half ago. There is a real community
feel with plenty of help and advice around for those
newer to ‘growing your own'. Members benefit from
regular newsletters, social events, access to free
manure and bark chippings, use of the communal shed
and affiliation to the RHS (offering reduced entry to
their gardens). Two years ago only 25% of the site was
tenanted. Now the site looks fantastic and we have a
waiting list!

ACCESS TO THE SITE
Email sent to the Treasurer and her reply following the
alterations to the gate
Hi Pat
Subject: Access by Rodent Control Officer
As treasurer could you make an executive decision to
install a cat flap in the new gate?
Lola (Barbara’s one-eyed tortoiseshell cat) gained access
to assess the rodent population with Alan this morning
and elected to come home earlier (to write her report and
analyze samples of offending vermin) and was unable to
leave by the gate because some thoughtless person had
blocked the area under the gate. She then proceeded to
run back and forth the length of the gate until Alan took
pity on her.
Best wishes, Barbara
Pat’s reply - Lola’s Dilemma

January 2010 - Not a lot of gardening going on here!

MEMBERSHIP
Burydell Lane Waiting List
We have all seen in the National Press that there is a
high demand for Allotments across the country. – a real
revival for “growing your own”. Demand exceeds supply
in St Albans. The City and District Council have 11
sites with a total of 358 people waiting for plots.
Burydell Lane currently have 26 people on the waiting
list.
NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR
This starts at the beginning of April. We expect to
maintain our high level of membership again this year.
Please support Burydell Lane Allotment Association.
The subscription remains the same at £5 per plot – a
small price to pay to see the allotment site
improvements and to be included in communication
about our various activities and events.
The plot holder details held are those supplied when
the plot holder first joined the Association. If more than
one person “works the plot” we would like to ensure
that all persons involved are kept informed about the
activities of the Association – this does not affect the £5
per plot Subscription.
Please complete the form attached at the end of this
Newsletter (including contact details of relevant
partner/family members). There will be one vote per
plot at the AGM/General Meetings as specified in the
Constitution. Send your £5 subscription to Jan Castle
(address as per form).

After a long and sleepless worrying night
I have a solution to our rodent catcher’s plight.
She could lose weight
And slip through the gate
But even that would be too very tight.
So another brainwave has transpired
She could learn to walk on the high wire
Her four paws balancing as she cleared the gate,
Her heart beating as she awaits her fate
Landing beautifully, graceful and neat
On those four lovely furry little feet
Met the ground and off she went
Searching for rodents, picking up their scent.
And if that doesn’t work we will have to agree
Lola applies to the council for her own special key.
She can then come and go at her will
In and out of Burydell where she loves to chill
Report on Christmas Social 2009
Looking forward to Christmas brought members of the
Association, their family and friends to Bricket Wood
Social Club in December. Music was admirably supplied
by the resident DJ and it didn’t take long for the dancers
amongst us to get up on their feet. Fuelled by varying
amounts of alcohol and a buffet meal we kept going until
midnight. A good evening was enjoyed by all.
2010 Fundraising Goal
The Annual Raffle was drawn in December and raised a
magnificent £389. Our long term goal is to raise money to
pull the rusty old shed down and put up a not too posh
but secure and waterproof replacement. In 2009 your
Committee decided that the priority was to make the site
more secure - cameras and fencing were put up. Thank
you to all of you who helped with this and to the Council
for supporting us by providing the fencing. BLAA funds
supplemented their contribution. We will hold another
raffle in the Autumn to be drawn on the Quiz Night. Any
other money we can raise will start the shed fund.

The new set of Allotment Rules will be implemented from
1 April 2010 and all current tenants will be sent a copy
with the the annual allotment bill during March 2010.
A copy of the new rules along with a copy of all of the
feedback that was received is not currently available (as
at February 2010) but will be available to download from
their site shortly.
Would you like to join the Committee?
We currently have vacancies on the committee so if you
think you might be interested please speak to one of the
committee who will fill you in. It won’t take up too much of
your time, isn’t taxing and you might even enjoy it! If you
feel you have something to offer please contact one of
the people below.
OFFICERS

Note the built in camber on the fruit cage to ensure snow run off

St Stephens Gardening Club
The Trading Hut in Drop Lane is open every Saturday
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm from 6 February to the end of
October. Dates for your diaries are:20 April:
15 May:
19 May:
17 June:

Talk on Lost Treasures of Myddleton House
Plant Sale at the trading Hut
Visit to Leonardslee Lakes & Gardens
Visit to Anglesey Abbey Gardens

Further details/booking: Graham Wilson 01727 872718
or Martyn Dadswell 01727 872127
New Allotment Rules
The Council have recently carried out a public
consultation on the new Allotment Rules and
have reviewed all of the feedback that was received,
and have produced a revised set of Allotment Rules for
St Albans.

In the first instance please call Ian if there are any
problems with the site
Site co-ordinator: Ian Getley
Chair: Derek Eyre
Secretary: Kim Scrivener
Membership: Jan Castle
jTreasurer: Pat Solomons
Information: Barbara Vernon

