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SECOND GENERAL MEETING 
3 December 2008 

 
UNCONFIRMED MINUTES 

 
List of attendees attached 
 
Andrew Dadswell had been invited to the meeting to present the 
new Association website. 
 
1. Welcome  
 
1.1 The Chair welcomed all to the second general meeting of 
the Burydell Lane Allotment Association (BLAA), highlighting 
some of the achievements and disappointments that had taken 
place since the first meeting in July.  He welcomed in particular 
those members who had joined recently, and noted that all plots 
were now cleared and in use.  

 
1.2 The committee members re-introduced themselves and 
their roles to the Association, as follows: Derek Eyre (Chair), 
Martyn Dadswell (Vice-Chair), Jan Castle (Membership Secretary), 
Pat Solomons (Treasurer), Kim Scrivener (Secretary), Barbara 
Vernon (Information Officer), Ian Getley (Council Liaison Officer), 
Caroline Stephenson and Graham Stephenson (joint Social 
Secretary).  
 
2. Minutes of meeting 2 July 2008 
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2.1 The Secretary apologised for the late circulation of the 
Minutes of the General Meeting on 2 July. They would in future 
also be made available on the website. 
 
2.2 The Minutes were approved by those present and signed by 
the Chair as a true record of the meeting. 
 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
3.1 Min. 2.2 The Chair reported that the funding application to 
the Lottery Fund had not been successful as the Allotment did 
not meet the funding criteria. Other avenues would continue to 
be explored including a revised bid to the Fund. 
 
3.2 Min. 3.1 The Chair reported that the Association’s decision 
to make the space near the front into a half-plot had been taken 
forward by the Council. 
 
3.3 Min. 3.2 Members noted that the quarter plot space next to 
the shed, which had been agreed to be made into a “special 
requirements” plot, had proved very difficult to clear.  
 
4.  Liaison with Council 
 
4.1 The Council Liaison Officer reported that in view of the 
recent vandalism the Council had agreed to replace the front 
fencing and had looked at raising the gate, although it was noted 
that the Council only had limited funds. Unfortunately, it was not 
likely that the Council would replace the fence around the 
allotment until the next financial year at least. Members noted 
that the question of responsibility for the Allotment’s borders 
was under review.  
 
4.2 Apart from one individual, all plotholders were now locking 
the gate.  
 
4.3 The Council Liaison Officer thanked the volunteers who had 
helped create the hardstanding area near the front. This would 
greatly enhance access onto the site. 
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4.4 The Council was pleased with the state of the plots and had 
stated that the site had improved dramatically over the last 18 
months. Members welcomed the fact that there was now a 
waiting list, and noted the fact that one whole vacant plot would 
be let as two half-plots in future. 
 
4.5 There was an issue with the aggressive behaviour of some 
dogs visiting the site. Members were asked to keep all dogs 
under control. 
 
4.6 The Chair spoke about the action being taken to combat the 
recent vandalism. The police had been involved and preventative 
action agreed. Members would be kept informed of 
developments. 
 
5. Finance 
 
5.1 The Treasurer presented a finance report (attached to these 
Minutes). The biggest items of expenditure were on the public 
liability policy and membership of the RHS. The logo had cost 
£75. The website would be a small on-going cost.  
 
5.2 The Chair noted the amount of contributions and free input 
and thanked all who had donated to BLAA’s funds.  
 
6. Membership 
 
6.1 The Membership Secretary reported that of 37 plotholders, 
29 were now members. This proportion of membership was 
better than many larger allotments which had been in existence 
for longer.  
 
6.2 The Membership Secretary confirmed that the new 
membership year would start on 1 April and that the application 
form would be available to download on the website.  
 
7. Newsletter 
 
7.1 The Information Officer reported that it was intended to 
produce one newsletter per season, and that the next edition 
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would be in January/February. More contributions from the 
membership would be very welcome, e.g. recipes, jokes, items 
for sale, etc. 
 
8. Fundraising and social events 
 
8.1 The Social Secretary reported on the summer BBQ, which 
had been very successful, both in terms of creating community 
spirit and as a fundraising initiative. All who had helped were 
thanked. 
 
8.2 There would be a winter mulled wine event in the shed on 
Sunday 18 January, with a small charge of £2.50 each. 
 
8.3 Other proposed fundraising and social events were: 
 

• Plant sale, with proceeds to go to BLAA funds in late 
March 

• Hyde Hall/Wisley Gardens – these were free with the RHS 
subscription 

• Hampton Court – reduced 
• Scarecrow Competition – July/August 
• Sunflower Competition – July/August 
• Summer BBQ - September 
• Christmas Party 

 
8.4 Members were asked to indicate which of these would be of 
interest by either emailing or putting suggestions in the box in 
the shed. Some potential for combining events or outings with St 
Stephens Garden Club, to which many members belonged, was 
noted, e.g. quiz night.  
 
9. Shed 
 
9.1 The Chair noted that the roof had been repaired recently but 
that as the structure was only a temporary one, the main aim of 
fundraising would be to refurbish the shed more substantially, 
e.g. by plant sales The Chair thanked those who had helped to 
restore the shed to its current state. 
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10. St Stephens Gardening Club 
 
10.1 The Vice-Chair spoke about the benefits of membership of 
St Stephens Gardening Club which cost £3 pa. There was a 
website and newsletter, and the Annual Show in September. 
There were various trips, e.g. the Triplow Daffodil Fair. Events 
would be advertised in the shed and noticeboard. Members noted 
that there would be benefits in combining with the Club for some 
things but not for others.  
 
11. Website 
 
11.1 Members welcomed Andrew Dadswell to the meeting, who 
had designed the website http://www.burydellallotments.co.uk/ 
and put on content for the new BLAA website. He suggested that 
members see how they liked the site and then send him 
suggestions. The structure was such that it could easily be added 
to. The Chair thanked him and the small editorial group which 
had assembled the content. It was agreed that the small editorial 
group would consider the mechanisms for getting content to 
Andrew.  
 
11.2 A small presentation of thanks was made to Andrew for his 
hard work. 
 
The meeting formally closed and the raffle for a Christmas 
Hamper was drawn. Thanks were extended to Dairycrest who 
had kindly donated it. 
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ATTENDANCE LIST 3 DECEMBER 2008 BLAA GENERAL 
MEETING 
 
Name        Plot 
 
David Allworthy       36 
Jan Castle        41 
Martyn Dadswell      2 
Derek Davis       34 
Laura Cooper       32A 
Matt Emery       9 
Derek Eyre       23/33 
Ian Getley        4 
Sue Getley        3 
Faye Jackson       24 
R Littley        5 
Ray Pinching       8 
Janet Rees-Wilson      29 
Kim Scrivener       40 
Pat Solomons       41 
Caroline Stephenson      35/35A 
Graham Stephenson      35/35A 
Jim Stockley       9 
Nicholas Tyndale      40 
Alan Vernon       19 
Barbara Vernon       19 
Jason Webley       32A 
Colin Wilson 
Keith Wood       34 
Peter Woolveridge      29/38 
 
 


