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THIRD GENERAL MEETING 
Monday 26 October 2009 

 
UNCONFIRMED MINUTES 

 
List of attendees attached 
 
Police Community Support Officer, Vince O’Malley, was in 
attendance 
 
1.  Welcome  
 
1.1 Derek welcomed all to the third general meeting of the 
Burydell Lane Allotment Association (BLAA), highlighting some of 
the achievements and disappointments that had taken place since 
the second meeting in December, and since the April AGM.  
 
1.2 The Committee were thanked for all their hard work, as well  
those members who had volunteered to help erect the boundary 
fence. Special thanks were given to Tim and Nick for their huge 
contribution to putting up the fence. 
 
2.  Minutes of the second General Meeting 3 December 2008 
 
2.1 The minutes of the second General Meeting held on 3 
December 2008 were approved as a correct record. There were no 
matters arising that were not covered elsewhere. 
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3. Committee reports 
 
3.1 Membership – Jan reported that only 4 out of the 40 possible 
members were not members of the Association. The benefits of 
membership were re-emphasised. Derek commented that the 
Association’s percentage of membership was far higher than 
elsewhere in the borough. Jan was thanked for her hard work in 
increasing and maintaining membership.  It was noted that there 
were now 26 on the waiting list for a plot. 
 
3.2 Members noted that there was a push to make sure that all 
who helped work the plots were included in the membership list. It 
would also be important for the future when the new Council 
Rules were introduced. Members were asked to send contact 
details of suitable additional individuals to Jan who would ensure 
that the list was revised accordingly. 
 
3.3 The Chair also reported that there were currently 2 vacancies 
on the Committee. Anyone interested in becoming a committee 
member was encouraged to call him if they were interested. 
Graham was currently Acting Vice-Chair until the next Annual 
General Meeting (AGM). The vacancies would also be advertised in 
the next Newsletter. 
 
3.2 Finance and fundraising - Members noted that a substantial 
amount of funds had been spent recently in improving the security 
on site. The balance was currently £340.87. Pat thanked all those 
who had been involved in fundraising efforts, including Barbara 
with her Sunday sales. The Christmas raffle remained the biggest 
fundraising opportunity. The Secretary would write formally on 
behalf of the Association to thank the Council for its generous 
donation of fencing materials. Derek commented that the next 
fundraising priority was the continued refurbishment of the shed, 
possibly with the aid of the Council. 
 
3.3 Social events – Caroline thanked all the members for their 
support at the various events, which included: New Year drinks, 
plant and seed sale, trip to Wisley, pub quiz and the summer 
barbeque. The forthcoming Christmas party would be the first 
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time such an event had been held by the Association and all 
members were invited to attend. Derek noted the generous 
donation of a cup for the pub quiz, and other donations 
throughout the year. 
 
3.4 Newsletter/website – Barbara reported that there were now 3 
newsletters per year, and another one ready to go out. More 
contributions from members would be warmly welcomed. The 
website was continuing to provide a good source of information, 
and Andrew Dadswell was formally thanked for his good work in 
maintaining the website.  
 
3.5 Derek reported that members of the Committee had attended 
meetings of the Joint Allotments Group in St Albans. It was useful 
for the Association to maintain links with other allotments. 
 
4. Site and security issues  
 
4.1 Derek welcomed Vince to the meeting on behalf of the 
Association, who had been invited to update members on the 
various actions being taken by the police in response to the 
incidents of vandalism on the site. Vince assured members that 
the police were fully briefed on all the issues associated with the 
site, including associated incidents in and around Burydell Lane, 
and that the site was now regarded as a Ward Neighbourhood 
Priority. These priorities were constantly reviewed by the police in 
the light of on-going action. 
 
4.2 Members noted that it was important to report every incident 
of vandalism, so that the police could build up their evidence log. 
When reporting an incident, members should mention that the site 
was classified as a Ward Neighbourhood Priority, so that it 
received maximum attention. Barbara would put this guidance in 
the next Newsletter, as well as the phone number to contact. Vince 
commented that the security measures that had been taken gave 
as much protection as could reasonably be expected.  
 
4.3 Ian noted that security was discussed at Parish Council and 
Residents Association meetings as a regular item. Members would 
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be asked to take part in another working party to help lay the 
hedge that Ross had kindly agreed to donate at the back of the 
site.  
 
4.4 Ian reminded members of the importance of locking the gate, 
which was now substantially reinforced, and to check it each time 
they entered or left the site. Ian also reminded members of the 
need to observe the Council’s rule about vehicular access to the 
site between October and March, though car parking was still 
allowed on the scalpings immediately in front of the gate. 
Members welcomed the many different means of increasing 
security that had been introduced since last year. Vince was 
thanked for attending the meeting and for giving such a helpful 
update. 
 
4.5 Ian reported that there had been one successful eviction and 
that the issue of non-cultivation was constantly being assessed. It 
was important to remember that it was the Council’s role to 
enforce non-cultivation letters and carry out evictions, not the 
Association. Reasons for non-cultivation would generally be 
accepted, provided they were genuine and reasonable.   
 
5. Update on new Allotment Rules  
 
5.1 Ian reported that he had just received a version of the new 
Allotment Rules annotated with all the comments the Council had 
received. A further consultation would take place in view of the 
number of issues that had been raised. The two biggest issues 
were the introduction of a Joint Tenant and the possible banning 
of dogs from sites. Members were reminded not to let their dogs 
roam free on the site. Another issue was the need to make the 
process for eviction much more explicit. Members would be kept 
updated of developments with the new Allotment Rules and 
consulted accordingly. 
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ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
Plot     Name 
3 and 4    Ian and Sue Getley 
5     Val and Reg Littley 
14a     Jim Miller 
19     Alan and Barbara Vernon 
19b     Andy Cairns 
23 and 33    Derek Eyre 
29     Jan Castle and Pat Solomons 
32a     Laura and Jason Cooper 
34     Keith Woods and Derek Davis 
35 and 35a   Graham and Caroline Stephenson 
37     Mark Taylor 
40     Nicholas Tyndale and Kim Scrivener 


